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Mailing Chitchat (2)

1t must have fallen out of my pocket, for I never saw it again, #

;upoff writes intelligently. # Breaking lines of text with dra%-
-ng, etc,, . 1s bad practice, . Unless the bext is pretty interesting
I don't nother to read it when it is proken up in such manner. I ’

doubt if many others bother either. i

TORRENTS - Share: "Who wants to read a vhole zine filled with old
fanstuff." Tsk, the grammar-happy members of the club are gonna be
down on that period, But what I started to say here is that I like
to read zines filled with old fanstuff. Even when they are old fan-
zines, like LeZ or the Vamp or Bleery. Some people, like me, are
bugs for history in various forms, Speaking of stale, some people
have to set modern gluk-flavored store-bought bread out overnight
befloke sthey i conSider b Dl for 'eat ' and, evengthen. 1t s a poor
substitute for bread. OSome things are better when aged slightly.
Iiike old movies?? #  Bullfighter in .Chooog was fTrom & photograph., #

FANALYSIS - Schaffer: Your comments on the time-emotion relation-
ship are most interesting. While you are writing in a semi-stream

of consiousness manner and & purely emotlonal slant, I think you

hage hit on-an idea well worth expanding intellsctually. # Big
Brother is watching you! # It is not the things which civilization
offers man, such as caffeine-less coffee and painless denistry,

which rob man of his self-reliance, DMore likely, it is his willing-
ness to-accept what is easy, and refuse what is difficult., And he
had that willingness on the prairie, The mountain man or prairie
man or pioneer who worked hard and learned much, had the initiative
to do so in the first place, And the modern human with initiative
probably has as much opportunity to develop himself as did the man

of a hundred or two hundred years ago. It is unfair to compare the
superior men offi one era with the inferior men of another, as a compari-
son of the success of the ways of life of the eras involved. Ir
Grandpa had instilled initiative 1n his son, and he again in his
son, the modern men would have as much as Grandfather did. Eh, Eney?
i Apparently there has never been a point in our history where man's
statis wag perfect. "Or-he‘would have maintained it in that manner.
The individual may be ¢ ontent with the status quo, but the race

as a whole continues to seek, to redistribute wealth, and power,

etc., PERFECTION is the only situation from which progress cannot

be made, # Iarsh vas "disinterested"? Doesn't he know the meanings
of the words he uses? i} In the home, at least, I have escaped
sponsors. Unless you want to think of Leadbelly singing, "The Rock
Island line is a mighty good 1line.," as a form of singing commercial,
i Most of those "clever cards" are obviously aimed at the same
mental age group that the average TV show is aimed at, eh? The one-
word jobs usually aren't too bad, but those old tired gags like
"Donit go away mag, just go away." are right wearying. #

THE RAMBLING FAP § - @alkins: Cover is a joy to behold. #".,.deep
%opheitho%etor shgllow silver mine.,." well put! # Not that you
rought it to mind, but I just noticed that CHAMPAGNE FOR CALSER’S
on TV again...which naturally calls fop turning on of the set, ({1
vy 0 J ‘ f)f’
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Lee Here

Here it is CHOOOG 2 i# 3 already and today is only Febraury 28th
1957. The fiction department swelled CHOOOG 2 7#2 all out of propovt-
ion, so It got the block, and here is % 3, I have noted that the _,
stack of FAPAzines for comment is still pretty husky. And there are
still & couple- of stencils with drawings on them, waiting for,zyplng.
And, by Bloch, there are still a couple of months to prepare FAPA
zines for the 79th

Chooog 2 /1 is all mimeoed and half assenbled as of this writing,
and Chooog 2 ‘2 is €1l stencilled, and three pages mimeoed, A mad
whirl of,fanac. But it will undoubtedly slow down“considerably in
a short while, I will get back to my guitar, my records, and my
horse, :And Larry w111 stick with the prozines he's never been away
from,

Tt is sad, you know, to be sitting here of an evening, benging
away at the typer while Larry casts me env1ous glances. between capt- -




Lee (2)

ions for one of the auto mags. Oh, the pity of professionalism! The
joy of free, unlimited FANAC!

GOOD MOVIES DEPT: We burnt the midnight Cathode Ray Tube last night,
watching the late show on channel something, The movie was THE MAN
IN THE WHITE 8UIT, which is still eas good as it ever was, which is
GOOD-. I mede & tape dub of the sound, but unfortunately I know had
one blank tape &t hand to do-it with, and that wes & Soundcraft, so
the results were far from &dequate.'" [

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: In an election, such as the national presidential
election, or the annual FAPA affair, or similar choosing of officials

to head some organizetion, it would seem thet it is not merely the
right, but also the duty, of the electors to vote for the person whom
they consider best suited for the office, It is therefore not merely
the: right, but the duty'of & nominee ‘to vote for himself, if he consider
himself the best man for the :job, or to withdraw from the contest if

he thinks one of his conpetitors can handle the job better, The men
who votes for his competition out of some nisguided notion of etliquette,
is committing & breach of trust, and is not fit for office...

IT WAS ALL WINDY COLD, SLEETY AND MISERABLE QUT IAST NIGHT, so naturally
I had to go out. Jeah Ritchie was singing up at Columbie UniverSLty,

at & reasongble price in & very nice intimate theater, So I was to

meet Larry at the office and we'd had supper out and them traipse up

fp Columbia,

Since we were going to eat at the Alamo, which is where we always
eat on such occasions, we asked the Bowman$ to join us, We met
them at the offices of Reyal, and then all trekked off to the Alamo.
It 1s & very fine little chili jolnt just off Times Square, and since
1t was sleeting slightly, we walked.

We had a wild fling at the enchiladas, filled the cracks with
coffee, seid goodby €o €he cat, and then hilked over to the 7th Avenue
Subway entrance /et the ‘Times Building. It was cold and dank and
dreary in the subway. ]

It was also & little crowded, so we rode in the end of the coech,
standing over the wheels, where we could feel the mechine<ness of
the train, We had parted with the Bowmans, they taking the downtown,
and we the up-, and we'were on the way to Columbia. The cer was
pert of an express, and on occasion hit a nice lick, wheeling past
supporting girders, through the dimly 1it tunnel, its wheels aching
at curves and over rough joints in the track, § 1

We reached the C.U. station and .exited the train. We came out of
the subway into a whipping, ice-laden wind. The buildings' of C.U,
loomed &crdss the street from us, &nd in the shadows & small, group of
heavily coated young people, standing hands in pockets, in front of
the yet-unopened theater, 2 BoPose 8 5 7 243 ¥
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Lee (3)

"Coffee?" lerry asked, eand I essented, So we stumbled downhill
to & Riker'!s, There was quite & bit of time to be killed before the
scheduled curtein time for Jean Ritchie, so we dawdled over our drinks,
In fact Larry whipped out the aSF he'!d been wvorlifhg on eerlier, end
tried to finish the story we had been reading. He didn't get to the
end of 1t though; I kept interrunting him to talk,

&fter & vhile we went on over to the theater. Seats were un-
reserved, so when we had gotten out tickets, we went on it &and settled
in the. second row, Ve were & bit to one side, and quite near the
stage. The first row seats were so close thet I thought anyore sitting
in them could touch the apron, which rose no mae than three or four
feet -:Ebaeve the laudiiorium T ooy,

The stage was 1it already, the curtains drawn, e€nd in the center
was & simple chair and & table. On the table were & gultar and two
mountain dulcimers. A young man brought out & tray with & pitcher
of water add a glass on it, and set 1t on the table,

Iarry end I vhipped out our SF (he the 23F end I the new INFINITY)
and went to reading. Ve both read until we'd finished out stories and
then we sat and listened, entertained, to the young man behind us who
wvas discussion his employment situation with some friends. It seems
he wes completely out of work now, but that he thought he could get
& position at Pyramid Books., DBut on the other hand Simon & Schuster
mnight want him, except that they didn't have & definite opening,..
Larry considered offering him & recommendation to Scott lMeredith,
but that’ idea was quickly squelched,

It turned eight-thirty, and we looked stageward, waiting.

A tell, dark, pleesant looking young man came out onto the stage
and fece down the microphone, to a very sceant spattering of eopplause.
He grinned and assurred us that he wasn't Jean.Ritchim, and that he
did not intend to sing. He Introduced himself as Oscar Brand and
proceeded to give us some background on Je&n,

She is from the Kentucky mounteins, the youngest of fourteen
children (eleven of them girls), with & very wonderful baclkground
of folk nwusic,

Vhen Oscar finished tallking, she came onto the stege, She:'is
a red-head, with the complexilon, eyebrows and lashes that go with it,
She wore & cyan frock trimmed with white ruffles, and simple dark
shoes that had not-quite flat heels, And she told us that Oscar
had been there to introduce -her, It seemed that she had laryngltis,
and - had been feeling very bad.. If she hadnit felt better by curtain
time, it was planned that Oscar should kill a half hour or so with
the introduction, saving her that much singing time,

She proceeded to reminimce about her childhood, end to sing,
accompanying herself on one of the other of the instruments, or sing-

S
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Lee (4)
ing unaccompanied,

My foremost impression of
Jean Ritchie is of a very sincere,
pleasant, and even shy, girl, She
has an excellent voice., It is
the kind of voice that the average
pop-music fan would usually have
to learn to like, but it is ‘meat
for the follk music fan, So.far
I have not heard a female singer
who I liked as much,

She showed us her two
mountain dulcimers, and explailned
that, despite their different
shapes, they were the same instru-
ment., BShe used one tuned to a
minor, and one to & mejor, in
order to save the time of retuning
_on stage.

She sang.until ten o'clock,
and then explained thet she couldn't
do anymore, since''they' had told
her not to sing past ten mnder
any  circumstances, OSo the audience
var jured itself with cries that
1t wasn't ten yet,

Jean 2llowed that her wetch
nust: be fast, and sang three of
the audience's requests,

And then it was all over. She took one more curtain call, end
the houselights came up, not &llowing for .another.

S50 we left,

We had coffee &t Rikers'again, and then caught the train to
South Ferry, the ferry to Staten Islend, the bus. to Castleton Corners
and came honme., - ,

i LIXE JEAN RITCHIE FINE, And I'was not in the .least diappointed
with Oscear Brand, " His appearance is not at all at odds with his
singing, He will be singing &t C.U..soon, we understand, Ve plan
bolateend .

[__U:H t Mae S7



ilore experimentation with a deck of cards and IESP .to be reported on

INVONSAS

T

The Cards

It was late last night (ilarch 3rd, 1957) and I~was still up, tired

but Aot resllyl sleeni,

go T .decided to'bturn the cards.again. 1t is

one of my theories that this sort of ISP should work better vhen the
mind -is.glightly dulled in some uay; wearipess;' alcohol..or swuch.

Vell, thesemye the'ipesul 63 Flgots

Iy . guess

thie) cexrd

GO TFNEEC G
JS 35 Suit
10D 150@ Value
9C JC =
4D 4s Vv
58 e
AS 105 S
J{E JD v
Jolzer KD
10D 6D 5!
95 6H
bH QC
5C 4D
JD QH
105 OH
gy XC
5C 4C S
2H 9s
KD 68
Qc AS
AH 10D
105 23 D
23 3H
by 5€
33 5D
JD K
3D 3D V&S
st s
acC 4H
e 2H
AH 5D
Joker 3C
SH 5H 5
he 3H

For anyone who has noticed 1t, I
willy | poilnt eut” that, Tn-cases' vhere
e« ganle. eaked=Euadns up tirice (or
meEe., it IRdiwates ‘thet, nartof
the stack was checked and re-
shuffled into the deck during the
experiments. This probably
invalidates my conclusion, but

not the experiment itself.

Iy conclusion is as follovs:

the average nerson should turn

U il ievieraee Mo Ccorrecty Uil
and’ value  in 52 Cawrds,” 13 ' ¢orrect
suits in 52 cards, and 4 correct
values. in B524cards, according

o~ Ghe Lo oflagerages &8s 1, yield
it.

I turned up:

1 correct value & suit

12 5 suits

I v values

in 52 turns of the cards.

In defense of my apparently nil
psionic ability, I offer the

interesting juxtapositions that
are indicated with a dotty line.

5



TURN OF THE CARDS (2)

March 3rd experiment results continued

AC 75

95 Joker I would also like to point out
5H KS the number of pood guesscs near
Al o) ) the beginning of the list., These
QD gy, oD cards were turned quickly and
Joker i, QD guessed at in terms of the mental
AS M, Jolce r "first impression', By times I'ad
10D TH turned half a dozen or so cards
10C Joker my mind was getting cluttered

SH Qd with debris of previous guesses
95 gD v and awareness of repititions,

3C i) which would easily interfere

5H Joker with free telepathic response.
10C 7S ‘

QH 3H )

() 5H

108 3C :

4D 5D S Mr Eney: Youn comments on ESP-

eriments have inspired me to the
extent that I am faunching to
read some of the literature of
the field. And I wish I had
some data of value with whilch

I might compabe notes.

~---LeeH
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THE TELEPATHETIC FAN:

Further esp experiments on March 4th yield the following results. I
spare you detalls of the turning of the cards and inform you simply
that I came up with the suit right 16 times, the value right three
times, and both right none of the time, in a firfty two card turn.
There was one juxtanosition, though.

IT WAS BUT THE WORK OF A MOMENT TO WIPLE THE CHLESE FROM MY KNIFE:
ILarry and I decided some mmnths ago that stainless steel tablewear
had more practical aspects than sterling or silver plate., So we went
to Hoffritz!' and bought a set of moderately expensive German-made
stainless which featured, instead of regular table lknives, a clutch
of fine dagger-like implements. Admittedly, they resernbled steak
knives, and there were individual butter-knives with the set, but

we prefer to thinlk of them as dining daggers.

So we ate with them. We used the stainless for everyday
and for kitchen use as well as to set our occasionally festive board.
(Fancomapny we hage fed include: Jean Young & Very, Larry Stark IIT,
Harlan Ellison and A.J. Budrys.)

So here I was a couple of days ago, preparing to prepare
a mess of frozen Welsh rarebit for a quick supper. I had laid out
the chunk of frozen rarebit and had set the bottom of the double-
boiler on the fire to beil. I addressed the rarebit with a stainless
steel able-knife (or dining dagger), and thrust! My blade sunk
easily into the soft cold form of the cheese. But what ho! A
thing had happened that set me a-back., My blade had snapped off in
that cold body,

Right dcross the blade, the dining dagger had snapped
in two. And the cheese wasn't all that hard. It had been but the
work of a moment to.drive the knife into it. But it snapped....

I wouldn't have thought I'd have had the strength to
snap 1t off, no matter how tightly the p¢int was held. I am shocked.
And -short one dining dagger.

A SURPRISE FOR HARLAN LLLISON: If Harlan seemed unusually subdued
that afternoon it was because he had Things On His Mind. Mostly he

wvas concerned with the govermmant's mad desire to conscript hin,

Larry had talked to him on the phone, on Saturday, and we were supposed
to meet him at his apartment Sunday around noon, to take him "some
vhere", Exactly wvhere was & little vague, and exactly why was even
vaguer,

We got to hhe Ellison abode & little after noon., Rog
Bims riek, ms ;ap the' door,, He slet «us, #n’’ took reir. eoZbs, ‘and staggered
of I wearily. He was recuperating from & housewarmidg someone had
given the night (and morning) before down in the Village, and was
not in a particularly sociable hood.

7



A SURPRISI FOR TARLAY ELLISON (2)

Cheirlotte, lookling considerably more presentabvle than
Rog, greeted us and-Informed wug togt Hanléan was gtill in the showver,
T’e all seated ourselves and commenced small tall:, and in a moment,
Herlan dashed., dripring. from the shower.and swaddled in a towel,

into the hallway. He shouted, #I've got a great story ideal!~, ran
into the tedroom. After a few moments we heard him growling to him-
self and finally he shouted his problem to us, =2 I can't find the
nart in my hairt'l He moaned and walled about this for & while, and

then cried out, YRoger, come help me!~
Reg ! colirof £ togleg: ify ae . coulid “heln,

Shortly Herlan emerged from the bedroon wearing chinos,
a black turtle-neck sweater and a fatigue cap which Bill Bowman had
given him (so he could practice soldiering). He wanted to linow
vthere we vere going. )

“To the station,- Lerry rénlied,
Mich station?? Harlan enqiired.
"Hurry up,* Larry told him, % Or we'll be late.l

With complaints at larpyy's obscurity, Harlan hurried,
and soon we three.mere walking down Some Avenue.. As . we strolled,
Harlan thrust a2 hand into & pocket (his pocket) and there wvas a
wildyjingling.  Pemnies;” nickels; dimes and evenl quarters. cascaded
onto the sidewall:, Harlan had a hole in his pocket,

e gathered up the coins, fighting off spectators. who
thought it was raining money and finders-lteepers. At last Harlan
hed most, if not all, of his change. So we proceeded ontrard, toward
larry-only~lknew.

And then‘we stopped.for coffee,  Harlan protested that
hiey Chought' we' Rec"peenrdn adhupry, ~ IBrry . replied that 1t wasn't that
mich of & hmrry. So Larry and I had French toé@st, and Harlan had a
SinEraley And we tallted @bout fanzines and A.J. Budrys .and Cordwainer
Byrd and such things. And finally we left.

We took the subway, and wvhile waiting.for the downtown
IRE - Lérry uhipped getra YOS Eimetanplcand .began .perusing it for'a
Filcely strgin. Lo nieel sHTRETe Suma s T ohe  dpoundy 5 0'c kocls , jwhidkch-seemed
like the most convenient time for us to meéet & ‘train, so he declded
(eyalaaE,

Mo are ve neeting?? Harlan asled, and got another of
Iarry's markedly evasive ansvers,

1

Dife’11 wvalk over from Times Square,+~ Larry seid.

“Where are we going?f Harlan aslked again, He .finally
worned- it out of Tarry; we were going to Grand Central to meet a train.

8



A SURPRISE FOR HARIAN ZELLISON (3)
But his main question, namely "Vhy?" went unanswered,

e struggled off the train at Times Square and pushed into a small,
crowded boolzshop where I looked for a HAMLET (I had left my regular
one at 143 Sullivan), Harlan looked for EYE IN THE SKY {(thich warm't
on the stands yet) and Larry looked for that nameless and elusive
book that he is always searching bookstalls for. (It wasn't there
either.)

Sans Doolis, we continued, wallking through the chilly
strects of lManhattan. I wanted to walk nast the Vleapons Shop and
see 1f it Wwere  stillvinsthis  dimnensi#on, , It Was.

e passed an ABC remote TV trucls, and & couple of cops
bread:imeg™1into, i paritedspawr ;. and the' MErnsfle]ld (Howel, *and" the ‘Reyal
Publications office building, and arrived at Grand Central. Ve
proceeded into the G.C. Drug Store which has a magnificent display
of paperback books. I got my Homlet there. and Harlan picked up a
copy of WISLE BLOOD by Flannery O'Connecr.

Lerry checked on the train and reported to us that it
vas late, so e went 1Into the Oyster Bar for sodas. Ve ended up with
pfaln iLee cream, even though there. was.,an.'R! in the month, Then
Larry deserted us agéin,

Harlan and I wandered out, into the-lower level of Grand
Central and observed an HG spinning avout on a turntavble., In a it
of super-human strength, Harlan leaned over the rail, caught hold
of the lG's rear bumper, and tried to stop its turning. He suceeded
in slowlng 'it considerably before the sharp edge of the bumper on
his fingers decide-! hrim te give up. I pointed out to him that the
railing was unstable, and that if I hadn't been standing on the base
of one of the supports, the turntable would have whirled him headlong
into the 11G.

. Then we sought out Larry or vice versa and he told us
that the train wds late again, S0 we killed .some more time, and
finally it was almost four o!clock and we could go hime. So Larry
sought out a teain unloading on the lower level, shouted, ‘That's it!-
and wve met the train.

Nho are we neeting?: Harlan asked.

YPick someboldy,? Larry offered.

e waited, watching the people come of f the train. And

finally Larry broke down and told Harlan, ~We were supposed to meet
Magnus!® =

Harlan was jubilant. Hooboy, Magnus! But then Magnus
wvasn't on the train. What could have happened to him? BSuppose he
came in mmr to Pennsylvania Station instead? Ilaybe., If he came in and

-
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Mailing Chitchat (2)

it must have fallen out of my pocket, for I never saw it again, #
Lupoff writes intelligently. # Breaking lines of text with draw-
ple oo et s o bad feaetise ol O Uiies st dne  text Lsapre t tysinterest ing,,
I don't hother to read it when 1t is broken up in such manner. I

A1

doubt if many others bother either. i

TORRENTS - Share: "Who wants to read a whole zine filled with old
fanstuff," Tsk, the grammar-happy members of the club are gonna be
down on that period. But what I started to say here is that I like
to read zines filled with old fanstuff. Xven when they are old fan-
zines, like LeZ or the Vamp or Bleery. Some people, like me, are
bugs for history in various forms.. Speaking of stale, some people
have to set modern gluk-flavored store-bought bread out overnight
before they consider it fit to eat, and even then it is a poor
substitute for bread. Some things are better when aged slightly.
iike old movies?? #  Bullfighter in .Chooog was from & photograph. #

FANALYSIS - Schaffer: Your comments on the time-emotion relation-
ship are most interesting. While you are writing in & semi-stream

of consiousness manner and & purely emotional slant, I think you

hage hit on-an idea well worth expanding intellmctually. # Big
Brother is watching you! 7 It is not the things which civilization
offers man, such as‘'calfeine-less coffee and painless denistry,

whlch rob man of his self-reliance., DMore likely, 1t is hils willing-
ness to-accept what-is easy, and refuse what is difficult, And he
had that willlngness on the prairie. The mountain man or prairie
man or pioneer who worked hard and learned much, had the initiative
to do so in the first place, And the modern human with initiative
probably has as much opportunity to develop himself as did the man .
of a hundred or two hundred years ago. It is unfair to compare the
superior men offi one era with the inferior men of another, as a compari-
son of the success of the ways of life of the eras involved. T
Grandpe had instilled initiative . 1In his son, and he again in his
son, the medern man would have as much as Grandfather did. Eh, Eney?
i+ Apparently there has never been a point in our history where man's
statis wag perfect. Or-he would have maintained it in that manner.
The individual may be c_ontent with the status quo, but the race

as a whole continues to seek, to redistribute wealth, and power,

etc. PERFECTION is the only situation from which progress cannot

be made. # lMarsh wvas "dislnterested"? Doesn't he know the meanings
of the words he uses? -;# In the home, at least, I have escaped
sponsors. Unless you want to think of Leadbelly singing, "The Rock
Island line is a mighty good line." as a form of singing commercial,
74 Most of those "clever cards" are obviously aimed at the same
mental age group that the average TV show is aimed at, eh? The one-
word jobs usually aren't too bad, but those old tired gags like
"Donlt go away mad, just go away.' are right wearying. #

THE RAMBLING FAP 8 - Calkins: Cover is a joy to behold. #"...deep
gopher hole or shallow silver mine..." well put! # DNot that you
brought it to mind, but I just noticed that CHAMPAGNE FOR CALSERis
on TV again..,which naturally calls for turning on of the set., C for
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A SURPRISE FOR HARLAN ELLISON (3)
But his main question, namely "Vhy?" went unanswered.

e wtruggled off the train at Times Square and pushed into a small,
crowded boolzshop vhere I looked for a HAMLET (I had left my regular
one at 143 Sullivan), Harlan looked for EYE IN THE SKY (thich war't
on the stands yet) and Larry looked for that nameless and elusive
book that he is always scarching bookstalls for. (It wasn't there
either.)

Sans boolis, we continued, walking through the chilly
streets of llanhattan. I wanted to walk past the '/eapons Shop and
Sieiel JiNE il Eaarc et SHEEIER SRR nmstiln 1S clEin ciSERomias Wkt STy ol 2

/e passed an ABC remote TV truclk, and & couple of cops
breaking into & parked car, and the lMansfield Hotel, and the Royal
Publications office bullding, and arrived at Grand Central. Ve
proceeded into the G.C. Drug Storc which has a magnificent display
of paperback books., I got ay Iamlet there. and Harlan picked up a
copy of WISE BLOOD by Flannery O'Conner.

Iarry checked on the train and. reported to us that it
vas late, so we went into the Oyster Bar for s8odas. Ve ended up with
plalim iee ‘cream, "even though there was,an.'RIin the month, - Then
Larry deserted us agéin,

Harlan and I wandered out, into the lower level of Grand
Central and observed an MG spinning about on a turntable. In a fit
of super-human strength, Harlan leaned over the rail, caught hold
of the lMG's rear bumper, and tried to stop its turning. He suceeded
in slowing ‘it consilderably before the sharp edge of the bumper on
his fingers declide ! him tc give up. I pointed out to him thet the
railing was unstable, and that if I hadn't been standing on the base
of one of the supports, the turntable would have whirled him headlong
into the lIG.

. Then we sought out Larry or vice versa and he told us
that the train wds late again, S0 we killed some more time, and
finally it was almost four o'clock and we could go hume. So Larry
sought out & tmain unloading on the lower level, shouted, fThat's it!-=
and ve met the train,

Who are we meeting?® Harlan asked.

“Pick somebodly,* larry offered.

e waited, watching the people come off the train. And
finally Larry broke down and told Harlan, -We were supposed to meet
Magnus!® , :

Harlan was jubilant. Hooboy, Magnus! But then Magnus

wasn't on the train. What could have happened to him? Suppose he
came in mr to Pennsylvania Station instead? Ilaybe. If he came in and

Q-
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we missed him somehow, he'd probably go to the Ellison apartment, where
he had oftimes been beforec. So we would return to the apartment to
look/wait for John llagnus,

Harlan questioned deeper, when we were in the taxi on
the way baclz, Vhy hadn't Magnus told him, he was coming? Well, it
was & surprise. And then larry recally looped Harlan by telling him,
"Magnus is getting married.r

fThat?® Harlan screamed, =Vithout my premission?¥

So Larry explained that llagnus was bringing the girl with
himn,

And wve had one wild taxi ride back to Harlan's place.

Veary from an afternoon of wild waiting, we proceeded
onto the elevator, amd un to the Touwth Floors | ‘There,. we knocked on
the Tllison door, and it was opened to us. Harlan stepped in and was
confronted (not by lMagnus but...) by & vast group of his friends, who
had been brought together in order to give Harlan a surprise going-
ayay party,

L ceouldn*t ‘bolin Siesgccpuntia Il ‘bae” peeple that' were
there, It was & pleasant group, cven if & bunch of the men did (as
usual) end up in a corner talking business., (Never invite writers,
editors and agents all to the same party.)

Things broke up in the early evening and after most of
the guests were gone, Harlan entertained those of us remaining by
accompanying a banjo record with his new bongo drums,

Since Harlan had an angagement he couldn't join us, but
Cherlotte ceme and so did Bowvmans, and we wvent to a Chinese restaurant
in the neighborhood for supper. It was a terrific meal, and a fine
evening. :

Aftervards we went up to the Lllison apartment and watched
DAVN PATROL on TV,

All around, one enjoyable day, although Larry and I were
both bushed bytimes the ferry had brought us again to the Staten Island
shores. '




Secticn Three

STEFANTASY - Danner: 'eaxh aging
in their own iron pan"...? (if
there were italics in that quote
they would be mine.) # Clementine
is at her best here., ;/ The quotes
from Dickems are excellent. DNot
to change the subject too far, if
. | I remember and stay in the mood,
(feom = ?%ﬁ~\ Itld do.a: ghliort lecture on the
. capture of Acre (military aspect)

later in thish. # Partial History

of GRK 27 is good. I muchly enjoy

thds kind of item. # Gee, the SDB
is quite a thechnical achievement. # I mentioned the Oldsmobuick in
Grand Central station already. It is the only !'57 I've really looked
at. ‘It saddened me, There are small poorly crafted models of jet
planes on the front fenders, all chromed over. The simulated alr-
scoops {on the model planesj are made 1n such a manner as to serve as
sockets for stilleto-like blades used 1n heavy pedestrian traffic.
?his is undoubtedly the most functional aspect of this particular "57.
J1.
is

FAFHRD -~ Ellik: I never saw 'o's drop out of a stencil so magnificent -
1y before. # The XYY November '56 issue seems to have gotten into
the February '57 mailing. # Anybody else in FAPA besides me pro-

nounce both the ''r's in February? # My husband is ranting something
about us making and playing a game of Interplanetary. So far I have
managed to look as 1f I am ignoring him, Couldn't the board be made
of posterboard, or the backsides of old cardboard carfivns? # I
carried a slide rule for a while, but one day when I was out bicycling
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it must have fallen out of my pocket for I never saw it again, #
Lupoff writes intelligently. Breaklng lines of text with drawv-
dnE, e LC .15 bad  practicel. Unless the text is pretty interesting,
I don't hother to read it when it is proken up in such manner, I

!

doubt if many others bother either., #

TORRENTS - Share: '"Who wants to read a vhole zine filled with old
fanstuff." Tsk, the grammar-happy members of the club are gonna be
down on that period. But what I started to say here is that I like
to read zines filled with old fanstuff. Hven when they are old fan-
zines, like deZ or.the.VampheriBletry,. Some pedple; like me, are
bugs for history in various forms.. Speaking of stale, some people
have to set modern gluk-flavored store-bought bread out overnight
before sthey ‘considers Be. Wb Lol eat; ) and even then it ls a. ppor
substitute for bread. Some things are better when aged slightly.
J5iXe old movies?? # ' Bullfighter in .Chooog was from & photograph. #

FANALYSIS - Schaffer: Your comments on the time-emotlon relation-
ship are most interesting. While you are writing in a semi-stream
of consiousness manner and & purely emotional slant, I think you

hage hit on an idea well worth expanding intellactually # Big
Brother is watching you! 3 It is not the things which civilization
offers man, such as caffeine-less coffee and painless denistry,

walch rob man of his self-reliance, IMore likely, it is his willing-
ness to-accept what'is easy, and refuse what is difficult., And he
had that willingness on the prairie. ' The mountain man or prairie
man or pioneer who worked hard and learned much, had the initiative
to do so in the first plece. And the modern human wlith initiative
probably has as much opportunity to develop himself as did the man
of a hundred or two hundred years ago. It is unfair toc compare the
superior men ofl one era with the 1nferior men of another, as a compari-
son of the success of the ways of life of the eras involved. iy
Grandpa had instilled initiative 1in his son, and he again in his
son, the modern men would have as much as Grandfather did. Eh, Eney?
i Apparcntly there has never been a 'point in our history where man's
statis wax perfect. Or-he-would have maintained it in that manner,.
The individual may be c_ontent with the status quo, but the race

as a whole continues to seek, to redistribute wealth, and power,

etc. PERFECTION is the only situation from which progress cannot

be made. # Marsh was "dislnterested”? Doesn't he know the meanings
of the words he uses? i} In the home, at least, I have escaped
sponsors. Unléss you want to think of Leadbelly singing, "The Rock
Island line is a mighty good line," as a form of singing commercial,
9 ‘Most of those "clever cards" are obviously aimed at the same
mental age group that the average TV show is aimed at, eh? The one-
wvord jobs usually aren't too bad but those’ old tired gags like
"Dontt go avay mad, just go away.' are right wearying. #

THE RAMBLING FAP 8 - Calkins: Cover is a joy to behold. #"...deep
gopher hole or shallow silver mine.,." well put! # DNot that you
brought it to mind, but I just noticed that CHAMPAGNE FOR CAESERis
on TV araln...whlch naturallyicalls*for turning on'of the set. C for

(£
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is one of the funniest, most entertaining, etc., movies ever made. I
glee to see it on the TV circuit. I highly recommend it., Iven 1if 1t
does end unhappily..i.e., with TV still in full force. ;7 Tape on the
spines of SFFY wasn't much bother for a fivd-yearly, but I wudden

do it on anything more frequent, :° I was born in Chicago, Illinois,
and at the age of six, moved to ILake Worth, Florida, and laig® &g
Savannah, Georgia. Thence to IMiami Co., Kansas, haok tn Sayannah

and then to New York, Thanks to some kind gepgréphe% T “Em YT Rn,
living in N.Y., and not New Jersey as I might, if Staten Island
weren't on the good side of the line. " couiesclm i 8 0. Wetre "di
N.J. we prob'ly wouldn't even have considered moving here,

TRUFAN - Higgs: What, another fanzine named FAPARADE? # What
would FAPA do with these colors if it did choose them? Outfit

its footbhall team in suitable uniforms? Require all submitted
zines to be duplicated pink-on-white? Or rrequikte all its members
to be pink-and-white?

LIGHT - Croutch: BSeems as if the outer world agrees on the subject
of a good novie being as good ten years after its production as it
was when it eas new. According to some vile literature on the sub-
ject of TV shows, the old movies are drawing much higher ratings

that” tlre crud ‘prepared especially Ffor TV, - T leong 'since got sick
silly of the psychological study of the cowboy-type gunfighter who
was old, tired and wanted to retire. Gregory Peck's rendition of
this character in the movie THE GUNFIGHTER covered the subject pretty

well, TV has managed to make a chiche out of it. ;- I can remember
seeing DR CYCLOPS when I was & child, prob'ly in Y40 or '41 vhen it
was nev, I would faunch to see 1t again. Re2lly faunch, ;7 Vhen

RICHARD III was shown for TV here, some of the more bloody scenes
wvere cut.

PHANTASY PRESS _  lcPhail: Regarding trading stamps, we save'm be-
cause they give them to us when we shop. We shop at two stores in
particular. One in the Ferry terminal, where Larry occasionally
plcks up odds and ends, and the other two blocks up the street from
the apartment. We did shop at the A&P which does not give trading
stamps, but because of the poor service, umpleasant shopping condit-
ions, etc. we guit them, The ACME, vhere we spend our wages now,
give green stamps and sells much the same stuff as the A&P does, at
much the same prices. T& the extent that we have noticed, there is
no difference in the prices on brand items that both carry. So we
save green stamps., ¢ Have you never noticed the source of QWERTYUIOP:
It is in the FANCYCLOPEDIA, under gwerty-u-i-op.; sorry much for PP
wvas illegible., # Gee, Dan, you are a real science-fiction fan. Of
the o0ld school, and not just because you've been & fan for a long
time either. You think like a fan of the old school. 3

WRAITH - Ballard: You say you are fanning to music, I seem to re-
call you hed a 45rpm phono and 78 rpm records or vice versa., Still?

|3
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FEMQT’ FfiRSCAJST'LET)NbSSQL) Agree with you, Wrai, about'the FA
: L ~£ being one of the ‘best mags in the
An aviillery nnpane”WL‘“ o club, i} You get a good solld black
: . . g Sl e S gipeel Sasvorivumiheodngs ‘ol 'the Rotsler
+LL Fads o fguth Ceﬂ4uvw‘ . ; drawitigs, - llost interesting., - I ad-

mire' pood vlack area dn plain old
hand-stencilled- drawings. That is,
"wheén they are intentional. ;° You
.angyer the TAFF-controversy" just
the way I'd like to haeve answered
~1kanmd”in much'bettsr, cle@rer
terms., ' Bless you. f Y!lnow,
living in the Northern 1lilderness
- the vay you do, sonetimes you
impress me as oownﬂ in a land nore
foriegn to us than do & lot of the
overseas fans. Your 20-30 below
. zero veather, for instance, seens
pretty alien to me, Shocking. i
For just plain int oresting sturf
this is one ofl tHe- best magd in
the mailing. Nothing gaudy, no
. wlerdly beautiful duplicating,
praMeTil - 848 sy legible, interesting read-
' ing matter. Vrai, you are & Good
' Man. ;¥ Re taping TV, we do have
twvo tapers, but only one is here. The other is on loan to the Bow-
WMens , Joidoine Quitape oy sc Lssorel s right dIFPiewlcif™it i's & twor

ENTRANCE

track tepe, with both sides recorded. Nigh on to imposSsible., .3 L
thinla uctlvely in verpalizations and passively in vague visuallzations,
most of the time. ;" Speaki ng of forbidden language on TV.recently

George Gobel adlibbed what sounded very much like animproper word,
during @ showv. Surprised me., O0Of course, Gobel has done a lot. of
surprising things lately, like trading in the' subtle, qulet humor.
and characterization that made him popular, for the stereotype v
cumic role. 0Odd, . Sheme he chucked/lost Hml Kantor., If anyone
know what Kantor i1s doing nowdays, I'd be right curious to find out.
.- Talking about bullfights, I'left the TV on. and someoné ‘on»it. 1s

ol

telling the plot: of a movie called THE BRAVE ONE, or something of
g

that sort, about a 1i'l boy and a2 bull. Ghuugggsgh! 7

FANTASIA - Vesson: Great fun and fastinating reading. ;5 I prefer
dungarees to skirts, -partly because of childhood assoc¢iations, I
sugpose. ! Por a:lkid, -dungarees meant freedom, dre®wses meant Peep

elean until .some erdeal ; like church or the doctor's or sechool; .is
over,  Nov,: dungrees mean.freedom, the right to :sit ‘on'the. flobdr,

or the front stens; or agtride a horse, -Skirts mean stockings and
attendant paraphenalia, whoch is nothing more than g -nuisafice £ Be

e

suspicilous of me :if - you want-to. ..

K
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GASP! - Steward: If a person could buy as many TAFF ballots as he want-
ed to, at 50¢ each, it would simply mean that the candidate with the
rmost monied friends would melkze the trip. Or the candidate could buy
his own way over, and the glory of winning TAFF as well. Seems to
me to be ethically wrong. Not the same thing as voting for Iliss Beer-
head of 1957 with one label from & bottle of Headybeer accompanying
each vote, ° I've seen some pretty bad acting on the American screen,
BUC) Pipht eoff, mb 45 ‘hard €o remember ustiwhe was_werst, | I..didmlt
seeliliverachic onElvis ) elither one), in ‘the " films.: 1@, faetl  Ilve onky
seen Elvis once; LT and I watched part of a2 number he did on the Ed
Sullivan show one night, just to see what all the fuss was about. Ve
dien't gge.il. "Love e Tender' is bad grammar, FAPA is glutted
with bad grammar nowadays. Tsk, Tsk. All us fans talk bad, don't

wve? ;¢ I think I agree with you, Ger, about Elvis. Not with Mr
Gilmour, -but with you. "I an; 1If I may “be excusel the use of the word,
disinterested in Mr Presley. ;' Boyd is & good man. Next to Iney,
iihio hs mpire of & (fambs ‘o, Twould lilke to see Boydeiwin TAFF, <1 .am
sorry two such good men are running egainst each other, as it is
dirEicudie Lerne:, te take a stand dnd hold “if, on the' subjeckt ofi Jalvieh
one. But Richard is more of a "fan" that Boyd, and that is a con-
sideration,

LE IIOINDRE - Raeburn: I hope all is well with you, Boyd, or will be
BTy, Gee:, bptimes.thisy thing- getsrtotyou,wall vhad bebter be well,
i Why are gorillas always raping women? Do men ever rape female gorillas
¢ As sound goes, I think "Jesus wept." is rather an unpleasant combinat -
ion., I always like the sound of the phrase from the old song that
went, "..,.a chunk a lackawana coal," '"Mother" has all the sound

appeal of a calf mooing. Even "lollywog" has more sound appeal than
"mother", ;' Vhen I entered college, I took a combination interest-
aptitude sbest that vas i given fo-all the new fish. I took honoprs in
mechanics, and flunked out in jourmalism, with only social work rating
lowver, I answvered the questions the way I felt about them. ;- Right!
"A1l men are created equal" is an unfortunate statement, and a fallacy
on vhich an unfortunate number of things are based. ;f I'm not putting
everything I publish into FAPA nowadays either, ; Vthen I saw KIND
HEARTS & CORONLETS in & theater, it included the closing scene you
mention, where the memoirs are discovered, But when I sav it recently
on NY TV it ended, leaving the audience hanging, &s in your descrpption
of the Canada version. 3 Reading various of Larry's literature on

hot rods, custom cars, etc., I am off on & new kick for functionality
in a2utomobiles. I advocate customizing only wvhen it adds to, or does
not detract from the functionality of a car. For highway operation,

I can go along with a car that has quite a few features of the hot rod,
some features of the custom, and almost no features (aside from vheels)
of the Detroiter (even the wheels should prob'ly be different). So I
come to the conclusion thet, as ready-mades go, the sports car can

have & lot of advantages. For NHRA approval, a rod with an open topn
and/or body modifications must have a quick-rclease type safety belt

in good condition, roll bars, shatterproof windshields allowing un-
obstructed view ahead and to both sides, body surrounding the driver
and cxtending to the firewall, of flameproof material extending at
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least waist high and surrounding the driver in such & manner that he
is protected by 1t In case of a spin-out, upset or collision, flame-
proof firewalls extending from side to olde of the bodyand from top
of the éngine compartmant to bottom of the floor and/or be Llamae n,

The. fiirewvall must pPOVldO a bulkhead between the engine and the driyvers,
vith no unnecessary openings in it. There rust be a hood of firevproof
material, securly fastened and as wide as thedriver!'s compabtment
cowling, must cover. the engine-and carbs must be covered., And there
are quite a few more safety regulabions,..too many for me to go on
listing.«.but all important to the competition drivér. And it seemns
to me :that some of sthem could be pretty interesting.to the road
driver too. Gome ‘to thinlz of it, NHRLA-type competition dragging

may be the sa fest forrm of driving being done by amateur drivers now-
days., TUnless you.count opecrating the electric bumper-cars at
amusenent parks. Customs, on the other hand, are often worse monstros-
ities than the Detroit kiddie cars,  ~And the attitude I encountered.
in a customizer not long ago was a saddening one, -He dildn't care

how he gutted the engine, transmission, etc., because he could always
drop another one in, but he had to watch out for denting all that
expensive lead work on the body. And he hadn't even done the lead-
ing himself., Paid a shop to do it. Bad, DNothing in common with ‘the
rodder sho chromed his own parts on the grounds that a -professional
job prob'ly wouldn't be precise enough. j;° The rod stuff 1s not
directed at you, Boyd, -but at FAPA in general. At least those who
are interested. 3 Theoretically I pronounce Mary and merry different-
ly, but in practice I'm usually too lazy to dirferentiate, But as

to marry, that pronunciation is distinctly different. ””Do you: know
vhat makes sunshine? Sunbeams! Ilillions of then.'" That assinity

is a direct quote from-the. TV wh ch 1s still operating, despite’ the
fact that CHAIIPAGNE FOR CAESAR was over an hour ago, I guess the
sponser sought me out after all. ;’ Gee, you and GIC both feel the.
same way about ® Lucy in PEANUES. I mean you both relate her to the

same member of FAPA, ;' Vhy is the term "jive artist" meaningless?
s Lawrence Well,' I have heard. And Guy Lombardo I am familiar with.
Alas, ;° Of course, you* prob'ly don't dig Yoody Guthrie or Cisco

HouSuon or Bessle Lomax, so who am I to make craclks about Liverache?
*Not you Boyd", but. "you, general readership". -

g

Shavzines noted and corments made in nerson to the editors involved.
Comments pertinant:to the membership are elther -included in small talk
by LeeH or something (dunno vhat yet) by larry.

And that brings us to the bottom of the pile, which is
SURDARTCHE °Young

and which gets big tyne because it 1is sort of special. One reason it

|G
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contains & clutch of pretty pictures, a2ll done up nice.. But the main
reason 1s bpecause it is good, GOOD, &0OO0D! Cover is lovely, and

the tree is one with which I cen feel in complete accord. i I
don't speak french to go along with the Rotsler cat, alas. ;° Like
your dating of stuff. I meant to date everything in these Chooogs
but kept forgetting. V Casec I forget again, toddy is IMarch 6, and
211l the mailing comments in thish were done today. * To intrude
here a moment, LXCDLSIOR is selling like hotcalkes (it is selling

all buttery with syrup on top). I'm averaging & subscription a

day, this week, UNot bad for a mev zine. i My brother uscd to main-
tain that he could always put his candidate into office...by voting
for the other fellow,; THC WIND FROM THE OTHER VAY is good stuff. !
NATURE LORE is also good stuff, The illos are magnificent., I was
going to go through it and point out the particularly clever bits

of humor, but this would call for an alnost word-for-word quote of

the article, ;¢ I would like to go through the whole mag in that
way, but the results would be the same, ;: Have faith, Someday you'll
have a binaural phono. ;* Songs: YOU, YOU, YOU is from my first

trip to & ranch, and the early fall days, riding into the hills alone,
Finding the skeleton of a horse up in the brush. Watching the men
haying in the meadow far away. DIAIMONDS ARL A GIRL's BEST FRIEND

1s the time we did THL BARRETTS OF WIMPOLE STREET in the PBlayhouse,

I stage-managed, which Included changing daylight to moonlight and
bacl. between various scenes and supplying life savers (the candy

kind) to various menbers of the cast, And watching girls in real

hoop skirts struggle up and down the circular fire-escape-type

stairs to the dressingroom. TIL I WALTZ AGAIN WITH YOU is my horse-
buying song. It was popular on the radlio the same time I was planning

17



Comments (8)

to buy my Cirst horse.. Vhen-eerly spring hits, and the days are soft
end begging to be ridden in, I get to feeling like riding/buying 2
horse and I start humming TIL I VALTZ AGAIN VITH YOU, ;° I found a
diamond the other dgy. Admlittedly a small one, but whet can you
cxpect to turn when you are searching the floor for pieces of a
shattered figurine that you hope to be able to put baclz together?

Tt wvas a very @ smell diocnond and I eventually lost it apein (the
smee night), I did get the statuette stuck back tozether though.

! Acain, SUNDANCT 1s Good Stuff,

~---LeeH 6 Merch 57

GOSHWOIIBOYOBOY ¢ New tecords! The latest additions to the collect-
ion are as follows: :

BOUND FOR GLORY . ; Voody Guthrie Folkways

SHIVARETR : Ritchie & Brand & Co, . Dsoteric
-SATURDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY TO0OO Ritaehie Riverside
WHALING SONGS Poul Clayton ° Tradition

LOVE SONGS FOR FRIENDS AND FOLS Pete Seeger  Folkways
SOUTHIZRN MOUNTAIN HOLDOWNS Guthirie & Houston Stinson
MORE SONGS Quthrie & Houston Stinson
THIS IAND ‘IS MINE Guthrie, Houston, Folkways

Eskin, Leadbelly,
Seeger, McClintock,
Bonyon, '

The e&lbumn, SHIVARLL, 1is an interesting piece of production work,
It is handled in »nleylet form with Jean Ritchie as the bride, Oscar
Brand es the groom, Tom Paley as the best men, and Harry and Jeanie
West as the old married couvle, As the record opens the wedding is
just over, and a wmarty is in progress, All are singnng Cripple
Creek. The song finishes, there is a hanging of pots and nens éend
laughing o the groun, andé the newlyweds try to excuse themselves,
but the group insists on a song from the bride, She sings, and then
the groom says that they have got to be going. Not before the groom
sings, the group insists. IHe is forced Iinto it, and wvhen he finishes
he nrotests that he is tired end wants to get home., The best man 1is
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shattered. He wants to sing his song. Seo he does. . Then the groom
tries to excuse.himself and bride, but the whole group begins to

sing. The render three songs, against the groom's protests, Finally
they are finlished, and the newlyweds start to go, But the old married
counle insist that they be heard. Then, desnlte the groom's pleadings,
the el R s ines g, The ' Eraon wants to pgo, but the groun de-
mands a song from him and the bride. Then the'bride is required to
singaribh thewgreup, s The grebn ‘protests,.but. e has'te follow liis
wife with the song demanded, I WISH I YAS SINGLE AGAIN, On this
BeEeLlIE fEeeerd Tmust be Turhed over

On ' the 'other: side, . ve find - thes grosmrstillapflaed ing "1th the
party to let him tale hlS vife and leave., But no...

The best man wants to sing azain, and does so.

Bhe' sroome.pratesks his desire tevlkeaye. - WistR VS rife

The wife 1s required to sing.

The groon wants to take his wife and go.

The groom is made to sing,

The groom wants to leave in the compeny of his new wife,

The old married couple sing.

The groom tries .to take his wife and get awvay,

The best man insists on being heard,

Mhie, danden> pragest s - but’ he' and-the brfidel dre. weguired. o Bing
together, < He protests again and is regquired -te sing with ‘the best
man.,

Then, as the entire group gathers in song; the groom whispers
a fewv words to his-new bride. And as all voices .are reaised in song
the *two”af thelm sngplr off.

Once they are well out of sight, the others follow after, with
plans for what we expect will be a far more violent portion of the

shivaree than singing.

Great: fuhy, qgpecially for us hbllbillles,

NO BATTLE OF ACRE this ish. Sorry. Maybe next time.

----------- H. F=3%57
(British-type date)
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11 March 57
NIGHT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT:

Those of you vho are uncommonly attentative may remember last
mailing, I mentioned a few words I'd written about Jean Shepard,
and then apperently lost, I couldn't find or remember where they
had been published. Well, that's because they weren't., Today I
found themn,

They were back in the corner, under the mimeograph, with a half
can of overturned ink,

I managed to salvage the stencils, but I couldn't do much with
the ink, Oh, I could scrape it up alright, but I was having a devil
of & time trying to get 1% back 'into .the can.  So I gave up on that
and contented myself with running the cut stencils on the subject of
Shepard. .

Addenda is in the form of a comment to the effect that Shepard
seems to be en NY radio reguléerly again, but only weekly and then
not at the fine old =idnight hour,  Instead he's got an early night-
show on Sundays, alas,

I KNEW HE'D MAKE IT, DEPT.

Mister Lindbergh is back. At least, it looks like he is. The Ryan
MX 211 is parked over in New York, Thére right in the middle of
Times Square, is the monoplane THE SPIRIT OF ST, LOUIS,

It seens to me he could have picked an easler place to land.

17 March 57

VE WENT INTO NEW YORK YESTERDAY, or last night to be more precise.

For a festive evening on the town, sort of. Ve were wandering around
the Village 1like a pair of tourists, instead of ex-n2tives, and who
should we run into but Ken Beale (who used to be Ken BeAle,..that's

a Null-A, in case you've forgotten).. He was full of fabulous fannish
news all of which I seem to have forgotten. I also seem to have for
gotten whether Ken was ever & member of our illustrious organization.
I guess this just imn't my day.

MY DAY would be more like a Saturday. This is a Sunday afternoon,
and wve didn't get home from New York until sometime after three this
morning. And I don't seem to be in condition for such convention-ish
hours anymore. I grov old, I grow old. I shall wedr my dungarees
w0l Ted &
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A FAN LOOKS AT JEAN SHIPARD

or BEANILS BEHIND THE BARRICADIS

You could say that the Venamaker fire was e vitel ey of Wi,

although if there hadntt been a TIE ; 1t would have taken place some—
where else, '

It began simply enough with-rumors, and snatches of conversation
mentLon1n§ the "Night Peonlo“ "Coolkrie Forrus , and a book called "I,
Libertine" by Fredrick R, EV1nr vhich was said to be quite a best
seller, but which none of the NY bookstores could sudply, despite the
nany wemuests. for- 10,

It continued at Dave llAson's where Lerry and I blundered one

Seturdey (I'm certaln) evening 2nd hcard Jeen’° next-to-the-last show.
A11 of us being Night People, those vague disorganized peonle who
nrowl after derk, strurfle nralnut the' 9 to 5, oppose: Cxurbanism, and
stay un to listen to after mldnLrht disk jockeys, we heard with
great interest his (Jean's) prooosal v01cc a nlld protest against
nlg bedng FiRed: - by Mmolding. g, gelly { a "show of non- SLrength he
called it). It was to be a geners;;y disorganized meeting, mostly a
milling of disorgenized neople, with shouting, and a few fist-fights
on the. edees e Lhie~ groun,

He took suggestions from his listeners, by phone, as to vhere
this monster rzlly should be held and flnally, nabily 1t was conven-
ient to the Villege which is e stronghold of Night-People-ism (Whatch
out for Creeping Meztbellism!) and most]v becruse it reeked of subtle
sugnificanee, he announced theat the relly would: teke nlace around
sunset, et the barricades in fromt of the burnt-out shell of the
Vanamelzer building. Sundown Sunday, that is,

Se we went.

Ve were mlldly lete, hut then so was everyone else, so it didn't
matter much, We did miss getting cheaeed by the police though,

It seems that the nolice disennrove of large prouns of peonle
(especiadly Bight Peconle) standing around in the middle of Manhatten
streets at sundown, loitering. Well, it looked like loitering to them,
They exnleined, the cons advised them to move elong, and so they drift-
ed in a disorganized mass to the nearest corner, from which they were
shortly evicted, only to return to the barricade, Finally in 4 fit
of desparation, the police located & convenient end empty narkling lot,
and herded the Night People there to wait for Jcan, :
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A Fan Looks (2)

Ve milled aimlessly, as per instructions, and shortly a five-
niece jezz combo appeared from out of nowhere (Nick's) and began to
nlay in the middle of the wnarking lot. Real, lovable Night Peonle,
they head come over to entertain us disorganlzed mobs,

And suddenly someone discovered Shen., He was wandering unnoticed
through the masses, In the hands of hiis identifiers he was promoted
to a hlgh nlace (the horizontal phone pole thet was usced for a bumner
1n the Uarklng lot) and called upon to speelk,

He spoke rather quietly, and shortly stopped, shocked to real-
ize that there was a tell young man in the fromt row of the esudience
telking notes, He demand&d rather shyly to know vhuffo notes, and the
young man identified himself as & reporter for the NY Times, end added
thet he, too, despite his occupation, was e Night People,

S50 Shep continued, mainly just enswering the questions flung
at him, and telling us about I, Libertine., He asked how meny hed gone
into bookstores and asked for conies, and there was & powerful sgow
of hands, He mentioned .various things, end at what I thought was en
onportune moment I asked him 1f he wvere plannlnr to attend the Science
Fiction Convention. (Well, Night Peonle sound like truc Fan-types.)
He seid no, (I assumed that through Sturgeon, etc, hetd e at least
conversant with the concent of S-F),

The relly Dbrolte un eventuallv; and Jean fled in a Porsche,
clutching & painting about 13'x2' vhich had been presented him in =58
of a gold watch, and two bozes of corn flekes (very esoteric),

He had told us we would meet again. “At Liggest's,? he had
sald,~e'1ll heve & narty! When the book comes outf<

Ve sew him egain, At Liggetts', the night the book came out,
e got the word somchow; I still don't know how., And we went,.

Liggestt's was jammed, Its frece wall a&pnace was ornately decorat-
ed with the book cover fold, showing the Kelley Freas peinting, and a
nhoto of Mr Fredrick R. Dwlng, who bore a striking resemblenece to
Jeen,

Shen and Ted 2turgeon were ensc onced on a platform of some
sort on the far side of the room, and somevhere they were selling
copies of the book, and the two co-authors werc autographing it with
the signature of Fredriclk R. Bwing, Lerry and I, wanting a copny,
stood in a line, thinlting that at the end of 1t we auld buy one, Ve
fourd that we ocouldn't 8o, im @isgust at Liggett's slonpy hendl®ng of
the whole affair, we went across the street, bought a copy, went back
and got in the line to have it autographed, (I'd 1ike to insert
here that 2 lot of the people in NYC are nice, The ones we encountered
working in Liggetts thet night werentt. I don't really blame them,)
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A Fan (3)

Once we got un to the Iront of the line, Ted recognized us end
gyeeted us_cneerily. He turned &and introduced us to Shep, who resnond-
ed by telling us that he did intend to attend the SFCon after all.

Pleased) werleli,

_ We saw Shep no more, until the con, where vwe encountered him,
in Ted's tow, He greeted us, and shortly was presented to the fans
assembled at the masqucrade,

He spole shortly on I, Libertine, explaeining that most of it
wvas actually Ted's work, He was obviously not 2t ease in front of
us, probably because he lznew only & small number of us could possibly
be listeners of his, and thet he doubted his recention.

But the audience resnonded quite happlly to him, and his speech,

Leter Ted cdrev me aside end told me that they had been quite
uacertain about nutting him up on the nletform, They were afreaid
they'd be. intruding. But fans generally (despnite the rumors nrevail-
ent in fandom) are feirly nice, decent meonle. And they did seem
to heve enjoyed it all.

Ted and Shen were both quite nhanny.

Leter, I encountered Shen egain, I was in my masguerade
costume, which inchuded & number of small cards with mottos, one of
vhich wes Excelsior! (A Night-Peonle byword).  Shep read this, and
told me "I'm one of you!l"

T haven't seen hin since.
But %the soan» business, well, that is 2 story in itselfl.

It seems the NYTimes man s»noke quite Rhighly of Shen in his
iten, Such a falr, unmoclking item, 1t was, thaet I wished he eould
have covergd the convention, too. Ané somewhere in the item, he
said that Shep wes very popular with the listeners byt coulda't dig
up enough sponsors, The phpese he used was "couldn't sell soen,”

So on his last show, in & fit of injured nride, Shen asled
2ll his listemners to rush ouvt end ovuy soap. Ile mentdoned 2 brend
name, end found himself cut of'f the air. That, we suoposed, was the
enc.,

Then shortly later, I heord on the redio (the same station) a
call for Jean Shewmerd, The announcer asked if enyone lmnew how to get
in touch with 8hien to let them knovw, as & large soavn compeny wanted to
sponsor him.

I don't know what henpened then. I do know that as of this
typing, Jeen.is not on NY »redio,
~-==~-Teel
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JOLLY JACK AND THE MARTIANS:

It began with the sly ripe with thunderh?ads, and a bo%m
. . 1 A0 .
ing voice out of ncwhere, The booming volce booried, "Super serial}
and as the ilm caricra cut off, a live camera ceme on, and there was
Jolly Jack.

Jack, vhen he was visible, was a light-(grey-?) haired
nan in & business suit, who stood behind & bank o#% small, exotic
devices like the control pancl of a space-ship. He usually opened
wvith "Hello, boys and girls..." and from there went into a spiel
about his friends, the Martiens, One day he re-transmitted & music
broadcast from lMars, Other times he had various messages from llars,.
And on occasion he had commercials, although those were rare,
Probably too rare, for one day Jolly Jack disappeared,.

He was there in plain view with the Bridymurvheyometer
in his hands one day, and the next day (or 2t least the next time I
saw the program) he was gone, Bridymurphyometer and all. And in
his place wag Fellx the Cat.

WVhen Jolly was around, he'd chat a while and then, with
the aid of the Bridymurphyometer -- a device for a sort of time
travel involving twenty year old movies-- he would run fine old
serlals, with people in them like Harry Carey.

Thenshe. disappeared,] | His volee is still there, but
the live camera popped its orthicon or something because there isn't
anymore live portion to the program, and a chunk of JJ'!'s time is
devoted to running & wretched old cartoon, while JJ narrctes,

JJ, whose real name I understand to be Jack Gleason,
makes the best he can of all this, occasionally sounding too desperate
to o on, and at other times seeming almost happy and somewhat
amused by the whole furshlugginer mess. .He occasionally owns to
belng a fan of Jean Shephard and Ernle Kovalks. All in all, he is
relatively entertaining, and 1t is a sharme he disappeared, There
aren't many people left who can contact the lMartians at will.

He alwveys signs-off with BRLFSK! (I'm not positive about
that spelling, even though the word did show up in IIAD one issue.)
Brlfsk! is llartian for "now and forever'"! It is a good motto. The
salucte that went with it whe JJ was visible was good too. It
consisted of the index finger of the risht hand extended horizontally
under the nose and thrust awvay:from the face.
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